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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a method and an apparatus 
in which very small spheres or the like as objects to be inspected 
in large quantities can be inspected continuously, by a method 
wherein the very small spheres are sucked to the holes formed in 
the outer circumferential face of a rotating cylindrical body, 
defective objects which are inspected and sorted by an image 
inspection device are discharged and removed and nondefective 
objects are collected. 

SOLUTION: Objects A to be inspected such as very small spheres 
or the like are fed by a feed feeder 16 in a feed device 6 so as to 
be sucked to the holes 4 in a rotating cylindrical body 3. Then, the 
objects (A) to be inspected, which are sucked to the holes 4 are 
transmission-illuminated by an illumination device inside the 
rotating cylindrical body 3, an image is processed by an image 
inspection device 7, the outward- appearance shape, the defect 
such as the flaw or the like, the circularity and the like of the 
objects A to be inspected are inspected on the basis of the image, 
and defective objects and nondefective objects are sorted Then, 
the defective objects A' are discharged by a discharge device 9, 
the remaining nondefective objects A are conveyed further while they are sucked by the rotating 
cylindrical body 3 and discharged by a collection device 10 so as to be collected, and they are filled into 
required container or the like so as to be packaged. 
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